SURFACE TRANSPORTA TION BOARD
Washington, DC 20423

O0ffice of Economics, Environmental Analysis, and Administration
September 24, 2003

Mr. Carl Venne

Crow Tribal Council
P.O. Box 159

Crow Agency, MT 59022

Re: Tongue River Railroad Company, Inc. - Finance Docket 31086 (Sub-No.
3) — Construction and Operation of the Western Alignment — National
Historic Preservation Act Consultation Process

Dear Mr. Venne,

The Surface Transportation Board’s (Board’s) Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA)
1s conducting an environmental review of Tongue River Railroad Company’s (TRRC’s)

this case, we have identified your tribe as a potential consulting party to the Section 106 process
of the NHPA and are writing to invite you to participate as a consulting party in the Section 106
process. Pursuant to the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s regulations for
implementing the Section 106 process at 36 CFR Part 800, consulting parties participate
throughout the Section 106 process and work with all involved parties to try to resolve any

TRRC is planning to construct and operate a rail line from Miles City to Decker in
Custer, Rosebud, Powder River and Bighorn Counties, Montana. The Board and its predecessor
agency, the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC), have previously approved two applications
involving TRRC. The previous applications are referred to as Tongue River [ and Tongue River
I Tongue River I, which was approved by the ICC in 1986, refers to 89 miles of rail line




located between Miles City and Ashland, Montana. Tongue River II, which was approved by the
Board in 1996, refers to 41 miles of rail line running south from Ashland to connect with existing
rail lines serving the Decker, Montana coal mines. In 1998, TRRC filed an application with the
Board secking authority to construct and operate a 17.3-mile line of railroad in Rosebud and
Bighorn Counties, known as the “Western Alignment” and referred to as Tongue River [I.
Tongue River IIT proposes an alternative routing for a portion of the 41-mile Ashland to Decker
rail line known as the Four Mile Creek alternative, which was approved by the Board in Tongue
River Il. Maps depicting the location of the approved rail line and the proposed alignment for
Tongue River I11, along with the locations of Native American Reservations, are attached.

of Engineers; U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management; U S. Department of
Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service; Montana Department of Natural Resources and
Conservation; and the Northern Cheyenne Indian Tribe. At that time, your tribe did not
participate as a consulting party. SEA is now resuming the review and approval process to
complete the PA. The draft PA will be included as an appendix to the environmental document
prepared for Tongue River I1I, a Supplement to the Final Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS)
which was prepared for Tongue River 1.

If your tribe would like to participate in the NHPA Section 106 compliance process at this
time as a consulting party, please provide us with the name and contact information for the
individual who will act as the spokesperson for your tribe throughout the Section 106 process. If

Sincerely,

Victoria Rutson
Chief
Section of Environmental Analysis



N / 7

v N~
Miles Gty 777
J.j//
,//l ) i l L:
///// e \\sn 55
7
/// \\
- .
//
e
//
1985 Approved Alignment
Tongue River |
\\\
\
\
\\.‘
\\
\
\
\
\‘\
\
\

Western Alignment
Tongue River Il

Four Mile Creek Alternative

. Beginning of the
Western Alignment

< SR 314

End of Western Alignment and N
Four Mil Creek Alternative Tongua River |
{lie with existing Spring Creek Reservoir e
19

Miles

INDEX OF MAP LOCATION

[

N MONTANA |

, ,,
Lo T
\.» .r‘ Z.

WYOMING,

from Miles City to Decker, via the Fo

1996 Approved Alignment

Tongue River Raj

Proposed Western Alignment in Tongue River | through Tongue River 11l

Tongue River I

KEY

= Approved Alignment
T Western Alignment

Tongue River

“==== Roads

_J\

Iroad Company's Approved Line
ur Mile Creek Alternative and the




Yeirs,, and,
oo ¥Sione
B

}’" H g Fersyth

.»-"'.'M( i L
S H \
s i kY
s H % %
' ~ Huntiey -E ] Calstrip 0.’,
, e
} Bll"u LR R Hardin r—.——_i
J, il N‘IQSF{ ——_—— :‘.\\“\‘__,._""T.i\ . SEE DETAL
| ST % [ /
o Y . Lame
" ! H i - %
H : Northern
H rd .
' - \ Cheyenne Indian
! Crow \ I Reservatio /
4 Indian Reservation ‘; ‘
H 1 gkt e
{ A 4
; : L i Progossd
i f /,;.F\ K Western Aligament —.,
............... A H ! J
3 é
N £ Four Mie Creek
& ﬁ Adighment - Tengue River Reservo.r
¥ Becker 7 MONTANA
~ N PO ot i "o
S . "! N .
i WYOMING
{ %
Sheridar%"!’\"‘,'
f ~

[ WYOMING |

[ —

Location of Native American Reservations in the Vicinity of
TRRC's Rail Line in Tongue River | through Tongue River i

Northern
Cheyenne Indian
Reservation

Boundary follows
the Tongue River

e Existing Rail Lines
§ e Western Alignment
: e Approved Alignment
R — Reservation Boundary

|
I

H Rivers
i



